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DR.  BOYD’S  REPORT, 


&c.  &c. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Guardians  of  the 
Poor  of  St.  Marylebone. 

Gentlemen, 

A  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Guar* 
dians,  accompanied  by  the  Secretary  and  resident  Medical 
Officer,  paid  the  usual  annual  visit  on  the  21st  instant, 
to  the  County  Pauper  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Hanwell,  and 
subsequently  to  the  other  Asylums  where  there  are  patients 
chargeable  to  the  Parish.  On  that  day  there  were  seventy- 
nine  paupers — thirty-five  males  and  forty-four  females — in 
the  County  Asylum,  chargeable  to  the  Parish  of  Saint 
Marylebone. 

The  whole  of  the  males  are  incurable,  with  one  exception, 
and  that  is  doubtful.  Three  of  the  females  are  considered 
curable,  three  doubtful,  the  remainder  incurable.  The  re¬ 
maining  seventy-two  cases  may  be  considered  almost  hopeless. 
Some  are  paralytic,  others  epileptic,  and  several  excitable, 
mischievous  and  noisy.  There  are,  however,  twenty-two 
chronic  cases,  to  which  I  particularly  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Guardians. 

On  reference  to  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  thirteen  of 
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these  are  marked  as  quiet,  and  nine  as  very  quiet  and 
harmless.  It  is  cases  such  as  these  that  might  be  so  advan¬ 
tageously  exchanged  for  the  recent  and  acute  forms  of  the 
disease,  as  they  occur  in  the  Parish.  The  early  stage  of 
insanity  is  that  in  which  the  greatest  benefit  is  to  he  derived 
from  the  curative  means  obtained  at  so  much  cost  in  the 
Hanwell  Asylum,  and  it  is  a  gross  act  of  injustice  to  the  poor 
of  this  Parish  to  have  the  beds  in  that  Asylum  occupied  by 
incurable  cases,  to  the  exclusion  of  recent  cases  yet  in  a 
curable  state. 

After  my  first  visit  to  the  Asylum  in  1841,  I  brought  this 
subject  before  the  notice  of  your  Board;  and  again  in  1842,  at 
which  time  an  application  was  made  by  your  Board  to  the 
Visiting  Justices  of  the  County  Asylum,  to  have  an  exchange 
effected  of  recent  cases  from  the  Workhouse,  for  quiet,  harm¬ 
less,  and  chronic  cases  in  the  Asylum.  Nothing,  however, 
has  been  yet  done  to  remedy  this  growing  evil.  There  is  not 
a  single  case  now  at  Hanwell  of  less  than  a  year’s  duration 
— a  fact  of  considerable  importance,  inasmuch  as  statistics 
prove  that  after  this  period  a  continuance  of  the  disease  may 
be  expected. 

There  are  about  forty  cases  in  private  Asylums  and  in  the 
Infirmary,  many  of  them  of  recent  date,  and  as  these  must 
wait  for  death  vacancies  before  they  can  he  admitted  into  the 
County  Asylum,  they  must  in  consequence  he  precluded  from 
the  very  best  chances  of  recovery. 

With  the  view  of  showing  how  inadequate  the  wards  of 
your  Infirmary  are  for  the  curative  treatment  of  the  insane, 
it  will  suffice  to  quote  but  one  instance,  and  which  is  of 
frequent  occurrence,  namely,  the  relapse  of  a  convalescent,  by 
the  introduction  into  the  same  ward  of  one  or  more  acute  and 
noisy  cases,  the  result  of  defective  means  of  separation,  and 
which  can  only  he  efficiently  used  in  a  Lunatic  Asylum  like 
Hanwell,  which  is  c  onstructed  expressly  for  the  purpose. 


Unfortunately  this  objection  is  not  confined  to  the  Infir¬ 
mary,  for  in  the  Workhouse  the  want  of  proper  separation  of 
the  epileptics,  idiots,  and  imbecile,  from  the  other  paupers,  is 
equally  manifest.  If  retained  at  all  in  the  establishment 
(an  act  of  very  questionable  propriety),  they  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  separate  yard,  and  be  placed  under  the  constant 
supervision  of  an  attendant,  which  would  at  once  remove  them 
beyond  the  sphere  of  annoyance  and  irritation,  so  apt  to  be 
excited  by  the  idle  and  ill-disposed  of  the  Workhouse  Yard, 
and  at  the  same  time  tend  to  check  the  propensities  to  which 
this  class  of  patients  is  so  prone.  The  case  of  G.  F.  an 
imbecile,  is  one  among  others  confirmatory  of  the  above 
remark,  who  assigned  as  a  cause  for  attempting  self-destruc¬ 
tion  (which  he  nearly  effected)  the  constant  jeering  of  others 
in  the  Workhouse  Yard. 

From  January  to  July  1844,  thirty-one  patients  have  been 
sent  to  Lunatic  Asylums  ;  the  number  in  the  insane  wards  of 
the  Infirmary  has  been  usually  about  twenty ;  the  disease  in 
the  greater  number  of  recent  accession.  This  latter  circum¬ 
stance,  combined  with  the  general  character  of  the  cases 
admitted  to  our  wards,  indicates  another  urgent  reason  why 
the  best  acknowledged  means  of  recovery  should  be  made 
available — for  the  issue  of  each  case  not  only  concerns  its 
own  social  relations  (a  subject  of  serious  reflection),  but 
affects  also,  very  materially,  the  economy  of  the  Parish. 

When  therefore  it  is  stated  that  those  admitted  to  the 
Infirmary  as  insane  are  persons  mostly  in  the  prime  of  life, 
often  with  families,  and  generally  engaged  in  some  active 
business  or  trade,  the  temporary  depression  of  which  has 
occasioned  a  sudden  attack  of  this  disease,  it  will  be  quite 
obvious  that  such  comprise  the  most  curable  of  all  cases. 

This  desirable  object,  however,  can  only  be  effected  by  the 
utmost  quiet  of  body  and  mind,  a  remedy  which  it  has  been 
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already  stated  under  the  present  arrangements  of  our  insane 
wards,  is  totally  precluded  from  use. 

Convinced  as  I  am  of  the  impossibility  of  the  insane  poor 
in  this  extensive  Parish  ever  having  the  advantage  of  proper 
treatment  in  the  early  and  curable  stage  of  their  dreadful 
disease,  until  an  Asylum  is  provided  for  them  in  some  degree 
under  the  control  of  the  Directors  of  the  Workhouse,  I 
earnestly  entreat  your  Board  to  take  the  matter  under  your 
serious  consideration. 

A  very  liberal  expenditure  has  been  made  in  Middlesex  to 
accommodate  a  thousand  patients,  which  number  is  now  com¬ 
pleted  ;  upwards  of  a  hundred  applicants  remain  on  the 
hooks,  and  therefore  the  class  to  which  I  have  just  called  your 
attention,  the  recent  cases  of  insanity,  must  be  entirely 
excluded. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  build,  in  order  to  accommodate 
six  hundred  patients  more  at  Hanwell  (already  considered 
much  too  large),  or  elsewhere  in  the  County.  There  are 
between  four  and  five  hundred  patients  now  waiting  who 
have  a  right  to  be  admitted ;  so  that  in  a  few  months  the 
additional  beds  would  be  filled,  and  you  would  then  be  placed 
in  the  same  circumstances  with  regard  to  the  recent  cases  as 
you  are  at  present. 

To  obviate  future  difficulties,  and  at  the  same  time  to  do 
justice  to  this  afflicted  portion  of  the  poor,  as  well  as  to 
yourselves,  it  is  submitted  that  the  Directors  and  Guardians 
should  take  measures  as  soon  as  possible  to  have  a  country 
establishment  in  connection  with  the  Workhouse,  to  accom¬ 
modate  two  hundred  insane  patients,  which  is  considered  a 
sufficient  number  for  such  an  institution. 

A  similar  arrangement  already  exists  at  Carisbook,  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  which  has  very  good  accommodations,  good 
exercising  grounds  and  yards  for  the  patients,  and  at  Bedruth 
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in  Cornwall.  The  Workhouses  of  Birmingham,  Manchester, 
Sheffield,  Bath,  &c.  also  retain  lunatics  as  licensed  houses. 

It  may  he  stated  that  difficulties  lie  in  the  way  of  pursuing 
the  plan  as  adopted  in  the  above-mentioned  parishes,  but 
these  difficulties  are  not  insurmountable.  It  is  true  that  by 
certain  enactments  this  Parish  has  been  encumbered  by  the 
expense  consequent  upon  a  cumpulsatory  support  of  the 
County  Asylum,  without  receiving  adequate  returns.  But  if 
it  can  be  shown  that  the  retirement  of  St.  Marylebone  from 
all  participation  in  the  interests  of  that  Asylum  would  prove  a 
mutual  benefit,  surely  the  endeavour  to  effect  so  desirable  an 
object  should  be  mutual  also.  That  the  accommodation  at 
Hanwell  is  not  equal  to  the  number  of  applicants,  is  proved 
by  the  fact  of  its  enlargement  being  contemplated.  The 
proposal  therefore  of  St.  Marylebone  to  manage  its  own 
insane  poor,  would  relieve  the  County  Asylum  from  all  appre¬ 
hension  of  a  pressure  from  this  quarter,  which  would  be  a 
relief  of  obvious  advantage  to  that  institution.  That  the 
benefit  would  be  mutual  as  regards  this  Parish  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  Hanwell  Asylum 
would  call  for  further  contributions  from  this  Parish,  which 
has  been  already  taxed  to  the  amount  of  about  one- eighth  of 
the  whole  cost  of  that  Institution  as  it  now  exists. 

If  therefore  the  whole  of  the  capital  originally  advanced 
were  refunded,  it  would  enable  the  parish  to  supply  ample 
accommodation  for  two  hundred  lunatics :  but  if  even  a 
portion  could  be  obtained — which  it  is  submitted  ought  to  be 
done  in  consideration  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  79  patients 
therein  confined — it  would  still  justify  the  Parish  in  making 
independent  provision  for  its  own  pauper  lunatics. 

The  weekly  expense  at  Hanwell  varies ;  it  is  now  7s.  7 d. 
for  each  patient;  it  has  been  10-9.  6<A,  but  we  may  take  8s. 
as  not  an  unfair  average. 

In  your  Infirmary  the  expense  of  patients,  including 
medicines,  attendants,  and  all  the  requisites  for  the  sick  is  5s. 
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a  week— the  provision  for  them  being  generally  considered 
sufficiently  liberal. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  Hanwell  dietary 
might  he  adopted,  and  a  saving  of  3s.  a  week  on  the  keep  of 
each  patient  effected,  which,  being  added  to  a  saving  of  5s. 
a  week  for  those  in  the  private  Asylums  (eighty  in  the  former 
and  twenty  in  the  latter),  would  amount  to  a  total  exceeding 
£900  a  year. 

A  still  more  important  saving  would  he  effected  by  the 
greatly  increased  number  of  cures,  in  consequence  of  an 
improved  means  for  the  treatment  of  the  recent  cases*  by 
which  many  natural  guardians  would  be  restored  to  their 
families,  and  their  progeny  prevented  from  becoming  perma¬ 
nent  burdens  on  the  Parish. 

In  order  to  show  the  probable  amount  of  cures  and  conse¬ 
quent  saving  to  be  effected  by  the  more  humane  management 
of  the  insane  at  the  onset  of  their  disease,  the  following 
information  has  been  extracted  from  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Denbighshire  Quarter  Sessions  in  1843,  by 
Dr.  Hitch,  one  of  the  first  authorities  in  the  kingdom  on  the 
subject  of  insanity.  Dr.  Hitch  states  that  “  a  more  careful 
attention  to  the  statistics  of  insanity  has  of  late  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  two  following  axioms:  1st.  ‘ That  insanity 
does  not  necessarily  abbreviate  the  duration  of  human  life/ 
And  2nd.  4  That  four-fifths  of  those  who  become  insane,  and 
who  are  early  subjected  to  a  proper  treatment  in  a  well 
regulated  Lunatic  Asylum,  recover  in  a  short  time,  varying 
from  a  few  months  to  two  years,  according  to  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  attend  each  case  respectively/ 

Keeping  in  view  the  tendency  to  live  long  under  the 
affliction  of  insanity,  and  remembering  how  large  a  proportion 
of  the  insane  are  curable  and  to  be  cured,  if  early  and 
\ properly  treated ,  let  us  substitute  figures  for  words ;  let  us 
take  fifty  persons  afflicted  with  insanity,  and  assume  that  the 


average  duration  of  their  lives  under  the  affliction  will  he 
fifteen  years  (far  below  the  true  one),  and  that  the  malady  he 
not  interfered  with.  The  weekly  cost  we  will  assume  to  he 
4s.  a  head;  and  a  total  cost  of  the  fifty  of  this  calculation 
would  therefore  he  in  the  fifteen  years  £7800, 

“  On  the  other  hand,  let  us  suppose  the  fifty  submitted  to 
early  and  proper  treatment  in  a  well  regulated  Asylum- — that 
their  cost  per  head  during  their  treatment  should  he  9s.  per 
week— that  four-fifths  or  forty  shall  remain  insane  the  whole 
period  of  two  years,  and  the  remaining  fifth  for  the  period  of 
fifteen  years ;  the  matter  will  then  stand  thus 


Care  and  maintenance  of  forty  patients  for  two  years' 
at  9  shillings  per  week  ........  , 

Care  and  maintenance  of  ten  patients  for  fifteen  years' 
at  9  shillings  per  week  ........ 


£ 

1872 

3510 


Making  £  5382 


“  As  the  cost  of  these  fifty  people  for  fifteen  years  under 
a  curative  treatment,  and  giving  again  in  money  upon  the 
improved  care  and  treatment  of  the  fifty  poor  lunatics  of 
£  2,418  in  fifteen  years;  besides  having  benefitted  the  com¬ 
munity  by  restoring  forty  persons  to  their  homes  and  their 
families,  and  to  the  various  useful  purposes  they  have  to 
fulfil  in  the  great  social  chain,  and  by  the  removal  of  them¬ 
selves  and  families  altogether  from  being  burthensome  to  the 
parishes  to  which  they  belong.” 

In  addition  to  the  patients  at  Hanwell,  there  are  in  the 
Asylum  at  Hoxton  six  females  and  one  male;  three  of  the 
females  are  considered  curable,  the  rest  are  incurable.  There 
is  one  incurable  male  patient  at  Bethnal  Green;  and  one 
incurable  female  at  Bethlem  Hospital,  where  she  has 
been  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  at  a  weekly  charge  of  5s. 
and  has  cost  the  Parish  already  above  £  520 ;  she  appears  to 
be  in  very  good  health  for  a  woman  of  seventy  years  of  age— 
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a  further  proof  of  what  has  been  before  stated,  that  insanity 
does  not  tend  to  shorten  life. 

At  Peckham  House  Asylum  there  are  six  females  and  one 
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male,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  female,  all  incurable. 

An  addition  has  been  lately  made  at  Peckham  House 
sufficient  to  accommodate  one  hundred  and  twenty  patients; 
and  extensive  buildings  are  in  progress  at  Bethnal  Green, 
upon  a  much  less  expensive  plan  than  those  of  the  public 
Asylums,  hut  still  to  all  appearance  sufficient  for  every  pur¬ 
pose.  A  great  desideratum  for  an  Asylum,  as  a  Curative 
Establishment,  would  he  a  pleasant  country  prospect,  with 
land  sufficient  to  afford  out-door  employment  for  the  patients; 
this  can  only  he  obtained  at  a  distance  from  London. 

The  new  buildings  in  the  Workhouse  have  cost  hut  a  little 
for  the  accommodation  therein  afforded.  Such  a  struc¬ 
ture,  with  some  few  additions,  if  situated  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  waste  land,  which  could  he  obtained  for  a 
small  sum,  might  become  a  valuable  abode  for  the  insane 
poor. 

I  am  prepared  with  further  details  to  prove  the  necessity  of 
quickly  adopting  some  such  measures  as  have  been  here  sug¬ 
gested,  but  shall  conclude  by  recommending  the  matter  to  the 
humane  consideration  of  your  Board  on  the  part  of  the  poor, 
and  to  the  more  economical  arrangements  for  yourselves  and 
fellow-parishioners,  than  the  mode  now  adopted.  In  confir¬ 
mation  of  the  recommendations  which  I  have  deemed  it 
advisable  to  lay  before  you,  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to 
the  annexed  extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Metropolitan 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  recently 
published. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

R.  BOYD,  M.D. 

St.  Marylebone  Infirmary, 

August  30,  1844. 
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Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Commis¬ 
sioners  in  Lunacy,  from  page  87  to  101. 


“  In  the  Lunatic  Wards  of  the  Marylebone  Workhouse,  there 
were  admitted  in  the  years  1842  and  1848  one  hundred  and 
ninety  paupers,  considered  as  insane.  Some  few  of  these 
however  were  stated  to  he  only  under  temporary  excitement. 
The  Overseers  of  this  Parish  could  obtain  admission  into  the 
Hanwell  Asylum  for  only  twenty  seven  of  these  one  hundred 
and  ninety  cases,  and  they  therefore  ceased  to  apply  for 
admissions,  and  left  a  notice  at  the  Asylum,  requesting  to  he 
informed  when  any  vacancy  might  occur.  They  also  reques¬ 
ted  the  Committee  of  Visiting  Justices  to  permit  them  to 
exchange  some  of  'their  old  incurable  patients  at  the  Asylum, 
for  recent  curable  cases  from  the  Workhouse.  This  the 
Justices  refused  to  do,  on  the  ground  that  the  diet  was  better 
at  Hanwell  than  at  the  Workhouse,  and  that  the  patients  en¬ 
joyed  more  comfort  at  the  County  Asylum. 

In  reference  to  the  populous  Parish  of  St.  Marylebone,  the 
Magistrates  refused  to  exchange  old  incurable  for  recent  and 
curable  cases.  But  the  professed,  and  indeed  the  main,  object 
of  a  County  Asylum  is,  or  ought  to  he,  the  cure  of  insanity. 
The  patient  who  has  had  the  benefit  of  a  trial  in  the  Asylum 
where  he  has  become  incurable  should,  we  submit,  give  way 
to  the  afflicted  pauper  who  is  in  the  Workhouse,  or  at  home, 
and  is  probably  curable,  and  equally  entitled  to  be  received 
at  the  Asylum,  where  by  prompt  and  proper  treatment  he 
may  he  restored  to  health  and  to  his  family,  instead  of  being 
permitted  to  become  an  incurable  lunatic,  a  source  of  expense 
to  others,  and  of  suffering  to  himself.  A  County  Asylum  is 
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erected  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  County,  and  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  not  merely  a  place  of  seclusion  or  safe  custody,  hut  as 
a  public  Hospital  for  cure.  A  large  number  of  the  patients 
now  in  Hanwell  derive  no  substantial  advantage  from  the 
means  of  exercise  and  employment  furnished  in  that  Asylum, 
and  might  he  provided  for  in  a  separate  establishment,  thus 
making  room  for  patients  who  are  susceptible  of  cure. 

The  result  of  the  system  adopted  by  the  Justices  in  Mid¬ 
dlesex  is,  that  the  County  Asylum  is  nearly  filled  with  incu¬ 
rable  lunatics,  and  almost  all  the  recent  cases  are  practically 
excluded  from  it.  When  we  visited  it  in  March  last,  there 
were  nine  hundred  and  eighty  four  patients,  of  whom  only 
thirty  were  reported  curable,  and  there  were  four  hundred 
and  twenty  nine  patients  belonging  to  the  County  out  of  the 
Asylum,  and  forty  applications  for  admissions  had  been 
refused  within  less  than  three  months  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  present  year. 

In  1831  there  were  three  hundred  patients,  for  whom  there 
was  no  County  Asylum  whatever;  and  in  1844,  although 
there  is  an  Asylum  holding  nine  hundred  and  eighty  four 
patients,  there  are  four  hundred  and  twenty  nine  pauper  luna¬ 
tics  unprovided  for,  and  who,  if  they  wait  for  the  rota  before 
they  are  admitted,  will  probably  have  become  incurable,  and 
will  he  lunatic  annuitants  upon  the  County,  or  their  parishes. 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  exact  cost  of 
the  Asylum  at  Hanwell,  hut  we  believe,  that  at  least 
£  160,000  has  been  expended  upon  the  land  and  buildings. 
The  maintenance  of  paupers  in  this  Asylum  in  the  year  1843 
cost  their  parishes  £  24,049  :  12  :  6,  which  does  not  include 
a  sum  of  about  £  4,000  a  year  paid  by  the  County  for  the 
yearly  cost  of  furniture,  and  the  wages  of  mechanics  and* 
labourers  employed  about  the  ordinary  repairs  and  work  of  the 
establishment.  Notwithstanding  this  annual  expenditure  of 
£  28,000,  and  an  outlay  of  <£160,000,  there  are  still  four 
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hundred  and  twenty  nine  lunatics  unprovided  for,  to  be  main¬ 
tained  by  their  parishes.  We  have  stated  our  reasons  for 
thinking  that  the  Hanwell  Asylum  ought  not  to  be  enlarged. 
The  original  cost  of  Hanwell  for  three  hundred  patients  was 

124,000.  Supposing  a  similar  outlay  for  the  four  hundred 
and  twenty  nine  patients,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  each  of 
these  persons  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  a  lunatic  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  Asylum,  the  annual  charge  on  the  parishes  and  County 
for  the  pauper  lunatics  (besides  an  additional  outlay  of 
£  124,000,  making  altogether  £  284,000)  will  be  £  86,000. 
And  should  the  Magistrates  enlarge  their  accommodations, 
and  continue  their  present  system  of  admission,  they  will 
apparently  but  increase  the  accumulation  of  incurable  cases, 
without  extending  the  resources  of  cure. 

We  have  called  attention  to  the  state  of  the  County  of 
Middlesex  with  respect  to  its  pauper  lunatics,  because,  although 
the  evils  which  exist  there  prevail  to  a  very  great  extent  in 
other  counties,  they  have  risen  up  in  the  County  of  Middle¬ 
sex  with  a  rapidity  which  has  not  been  equalled  elsewhere, 
and  to  a  magnitude  which  appears  to  us  to  require  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Legislature. 

The  disease  of  lunacy,  it  should  be  observed,  is  essentially 
different  in  its  character  from  other  maladies.  In  a  certain 
proportion  of  cases  the  patient  neither  recovers  nor  dies,  but 
remains  an  incurable  lunatic,  requiring  little  medical  skill  in 
respect  to  his  mental  disease,  and  frequently  living  many 
years.  A  patient  in  this  state  requires  a  place  of  refuge,  but 
his  disease  being  beyond  the  reach  of  medical  skill,  it  is  quite 
evident  that  he  should  be  removed  from  Asylums  instituted 
for  the  cure  of  insanity,  in  order  to  make  room  for  others 
whose  cases  have  not  yet  become  hopeless.  If  some  plan  of 
this  sort  be  not  adopted,  the  Asylums  admitting  paupers  will 
necessarily  continue  full  of  incurable  patients,  and  those, 
whose  cases  still  admit  of  cure,  will  be  unable  to  obtain 
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admission,  until  they  themselves  become  incurable,  and  the 
skill  and  labour  of  the  physician  will  thus  be  wasted  upon 
improper  objects.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  it  seems 
absolutely  necessary  that  distinct  places  of  refuge  should  be 
provided  for  lunatic  patients  who  have  become  incurable. 
The  great  expence  of  a  Lunatic  Hospital  is  unnecessary  for 
incurable  patients — the  medical  staff,  the  number  of  attend¬ 
ants,  the  minute  classification,  and  the  other  requisites  of  a 
Hospital  for  the  cure  of  disease,  are  not  required  to  the  same 
extent.  An  establishment  therefore  upon  a  much  less  expen¬ 
sive  scale  would  be  sufficient. 

We  are  glad  to  remark,  that  the  Visiting  Justices  of  the 
Asylums  for  the  West  Hiding  of  the  County  of  York,  and  for 
the  Counties  of  Nottingham  and  Stafford,  permit  the  substi¬ 
tution  of  recent  for  old  cases. 

The  disposal  of  incurable  patients  however,  although  a 
very  serious  and  difficult  question,  is  certainly  of  less  moment 
than  the  exclusion  of  curable  cases  from  Lunatic  Hospitals, 
which  have  been  erected  at  great  public  cost,  and  are  fitted 
up  with  every  convenience  for  the  purpose  of  cure. 

As  far  as  we  can  learn,  the  admission  of  patients  appears, 
for  the  most  part,  to  be  either  indiscriminate,  or  matter  of 
accidental  arrangement,  and  has  no  reference  to  the  urgency 
of  each  case.  In  reference  to  the  length  of  time  during 
which  incurable  patients  remain  in  Asylums,  and  the  great 
importance  therefore  of  early  admissions  with  the  view  of 
diminishing  their  numbers,  it  may  be  observed,  that  those 
who  recover,  generally  do  so  within  the  first  year  after  their 
attack;  and  that  those  who  do  not  recover  within  the  first 
two  years  after  their  attack,  seldom  regain  the  use  of  their 
reason. 

When  we  call  your  Lordship’s  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
the  number  of  pauper  lunatics  in  England  and  Wales  appears 
to  fie  about  seventeen  thousand,  and  that  there  is  accommo¬ 
dation  in  County  Asylums  for  not  more  than  four  thousand 
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five  hundred,  we  do  not  recommend  the  providing  public 
Asylums  for  such  a  number  of  persons  upon  the  expensive 
scale  on  which  County  Asylums  have  hitherto  been  erected. 
We  submit  however  that  it  is  the  duty  as  well  as  the  interest 
of  the  public  to  provide  suitable  places  in  every  County,  or 
within  certain  districts,  where  recent  cases  may  be  received 
without  delay,'' 


Commissioners . 

Lord  Seymour. 

Lord  Ashley. 

Right  Hon.  R.  Vernon  Smith. 

Robert  Gordon,  Esq. 

Colonel  William  Henry  Sykes. 
James  Milnes  Gaskell,  Esq. 

John  Barneby,  Esq. 

Francis  Barlow,  Esq. 

Jas.  Robert  Gowen,  Esq. 

Doctor  Thomas  Turner. 

Doctor  John  Bright. 

Doctor  Henry  Herbert  Southey 
Doctor  John  Robert  Hume. 

Doctor  Thomas  Waterfield. 

Doctor  Francis  Bisset  Hawkins. 
Doctor  James  Cowles  Prichard. 
James  William  Milne,  Esq. 

Bryan  Waller  Procter,  Esq. 

John  Hancock  Hall,  Esq. 

R.  W.  Skeffington  Lutwidge,  Esq. 

Edward  Du  Bois, 

Cleric  and  Treasurer . 


>/■.  -.  j'v': 


Summary  of  the  total  number  of  Lunatics  and  Idiots  chargeable  to  the  Parish  of 

St.  Marylebone  in  the  month  of  August ,  1844. 
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Signed  this  Twenty-ninth  day  of  August,  1844, 

THOMAS  THORNE, 

Secretary  to  the  Directors  and  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of 

St.  Marylebone. 


